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Headmaster’s Foreword
everybody
is
very
proud of our wonderful
school!

End of Term Round Up

D

ear all,

Christmas
is
almost upon us, the
trees round school have
been decorated, the
elves have appeared in
the classrooms and the
ones hanging from the
tree in the Art block look
most familiar! I want to
take a moment to share
with you a few highlights
of the last half term.
Mayfield
Preparatory
School has now been in
the
Sunday
Times
League Tables Top 100
Prep Schools for the
ninth successive year,
currently ranked 17th,
our joint highest ever
position!
I
hope

The first big event after
half term was the
100th anniversary of
the first Remembrance
Day. The two minute
silence was observed
impeccably to the
haunting notes of the
‘Last Post’. Shortly
afterwards,
Scott
House organised a
mufti and tuck shop
day to support Children
in Need, and we raised
£500 for a great cause.
This added to the £80
donated by Nightingale
House to the British
Heart Foundation and
£500 raised at the
MacMillan
Coffee
morning. Well done,
everybody!
There have been quite
a few trips and visits
this term. Upper II
visited
Veolia
Environmental Services
to
learn
about
recycling, sustainability
and waste collection,
which fitted nicely with
the Outreach visit from
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Queen Mary’s High
School Sixth Formers,
who also worked with
them on recycling. They
also created Christmas
Cards with Lower III and
6 lucky students went
with the Sixth Formers to
deliver the cards to the
children’s ward at the
Manor Hospital to bring
some Christmas cheer.
We also enjoyed the
annual visit by the Young
Shakespeare Company,
who thrilled us with a
dynamic and interactive
rendition of Romeo and
Juliet. Thank you to the
Governing Body for
paying for it. Upper
School and Lower School
again went to the panto
to watch Cinderella at
the Lichfield Garrick. It
was great value and I
would
highly
recommend it if you
have spare time during
the holidays. Meanwhile,
Kindergarten
and
Nursery have been to
the Birmingham Rep to
see Penguins, while PreNursery had a great day
at Ash End Farm.
Transition and Form I
spent a great day

learning
about
medieval and AngloSaxon
times
at
Tamworth
Castle.
Lower II and Form II
enjoyed a visit to the
Wyre Forest. Finally,
we had a visit from
Andi Markham of Kids
UK, and his friends,
Jack and Grandpa.
Our
school
sports
teams have enjoyed
plenty
of
success:
Junior
and
Senior
football fixtures have
been played against
West House, Highclare,
Hallfield
and
a
tournament
at
Shelfield. There has
been an even spread of
wins, draws and losses
where our pupils have
always
played
sportingly and in the
right spirit. In the
House Competitions,
Livingstone won the
House football and
Scott won the House
Hockey,
while
Livingstone are the
overall winners of the
House
Merit
Cup.
Watch this space for
further
fixtures
in
rugby,
netball,
swimming and cross-

country organised
next term.

for

Both
Nursery
and
Kindergarten
collaborated to perform
the charming ‘An easy
cheesy Nativity’, where
the children wowed us
with
their
beautiful
singing
and
selfconfidence. Not to be
outdone, Transition and
Form I gave us another
great Mayfield Nativity,
entitled ‘Midwife Crisis’.
Well done to all the
children and staff.
As
ever,
we
are
extremely grateful to the
hardworking staff and
parents of the PTA. Last
week’s Christmas Fayre
was a magnificent event
and everybody had the
most wonderful time.
Thanks also for the two
Film Nights we have
enjoyed
this
term.
Valuable monies have
been raised, which will
go towards resources
and events for the
children. Many thanks
also to the members of
the PTA, who have
provided refreshments
after all the school
performances this term.
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The Carol Service at St
Matthew’s was a fitting
finale for the term. As
always, the children
sang their hearts out
and it was one of the
best I can remember.
Well done to the
children, Mrs Gerichty
and all the staff for
giving us such joy at the
end of a busy and
hardworking term.
Finally, I would like to
wish everyone a very
Merry Christmas and a
happy and prosperous
New Year. Stay safe,
enjoy the holiday and I
look forward to seeing
you all refreshed on
Tuesday 7th January.

Mr M. Draper

Headmaster

Trips

T

ransition and Form I went to
visit Tamworth Castle in the
lovely autumnal sunshine.
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F

orm II and Lower II went
to Wyre Forest and
Harrison
has
written
a
thorough recount of the visit,
and even rated it 4 out of 5
stars. Harrison’s fantastic write
-up can be found on page 6.
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Wyre Forest
Our Trip to Learn About the Angry Anglo Saxons, By Harrison, Form II
At approximately nine o’clock two classes departed Mayfield and went to the Wyre forest to
learn about Anglo Saxons for our new topic…
When I finally got off the coach, I saw a big forest full of tall, towering trees and lots of bushy,
bushes. First we met our two instructors who gave us an introduction on the Wyre forest.
Then we split into groups and did different activities.
Our first activity was to collect sticks for the fire. Then the instructor got a Flintstone and lit
a fire to made flat bread on. We got to dip the bread in honey once it was cooked and have
two slices each! We also got to take turns and make sparks with a more modern thing called
flint and steel. We then dyed fabric using different foods to colour them, just like the Anglo
Saxon’s did. The Anglo Saxons most prized colour was blue.

Next we had lunch. Thomas and I were so relieved that it was lunch because we were
starving! We played Chinese Whispers while we were eating. After we had lunch we made fat
lamps out of clay. The Anglo Saxons used them for light. You had to make a shape that could
hold liquid for the oil to go into. I made a toilet, Thomas made a bowl and Ffion made a fat dog,
it was super fun.
Ladies and gentlemen welcome to the muddiest activity of all, wattle and daub! We did this to
learn about how Anglo Saxon’s built walls. First, we had to put sticks in the ground then
weave willow between them before covering the whole structure in mud. I was more a mud
collector and gatherer than a weaver. We made a massive mud pile as a mud stock we would
collect it when we run out of mud. We had to let Caleb stay and guard our mud stock because
the other groups kept stealing it. We covered it in green leaves and called it ‘Christmas
Cottage’ .Then we got on the coach Thomas made Caleb and I laugh so hard that we couldn’t
stop. Then we arrived at Mayfield and went home.

I would recommend anyone who is interested in Forests or Anglo Saxons going to visit the
Wyre forest. I would rate it four stars out of five. I would like to bring my family here because
it is super fun!
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Children In Need

S

taff and children
made a superb spotty
effort for Children In
Need.
Scott house
provided a generous
tuckshop
and
we
managed to raise an
incredible £500 for
charity.
Thank you
everyone
for
your
support.

Chess

M

any
congratulations
to Amraya from Form II
who has successfully
gained the Staffordshire
Under 9’s Best Girl
Trophy, for chess.
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Christmas Productions

A

ll of the Christmas
productions this
year have, as always,
been
delightful
to
watch. An Easy Cheesy
Nativity, as well as a
Midwife Crisis were both
fantastically acted out.
Well done to all of the
children and to the staff
that were involved!
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Meet The Team - Mrs Flanagan
What do you enjoy
most about your role at
Mayfield?
“I love that my role as
SENDCo is so varied and
I get to help children in
so many different ways.
It is very rewarding and
I am inspired by the
wonderful children we
have here at Mayfield
every day.“
Who is your favourite
author?
“My favourite author is
Jane Austen and I have
read her books over and
over again. She’s so
witty and clever, laugh
out loud funny but she
can break your heart!“
If you could exchange
your car for any other
car, what would you go
for?

“I would like a big SUV
like a Range Rover or a
Hummer!”
Who’s your favourite TV
personality?

“Alexander Armstrong.
Love him!”
Can you tell us a joke?
“Why did the teacher
wear sunglasses?
Because his class was so
bright!”
If you had to
recommend one book
that every child should
read, what would it be?
“Roll of Thunder, Hear
My Cry by Mildred D.
Taylor. It’s the story of
Cassie Logan and her
family’s struggle to keep
their land in Mississippi
in the 1930s. The book
deals with a lot of
difficult themes like
racism and injustice but
it will make you think
and leave you wanting
to find out more.”
What has been your
favourite holiday
destination?
“Positano in Italy; it was
so beautiful and the
food was delicious.”
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If you weren’t a teacher ,
what would you like to
be?
“I would definitely want
to be Detective Chief
Inspector Flanagan! I love
reading and watching
murder mysteries.”
What do you look
forward to the most at
Christmas Time?
“Spending time with
family and friends making
happy memories and
having fun is the most
important thing to me.”
What is your favourite
Christmas Carol?
“Ding Dong Merrily On
High – it’s very uplifting
and I love the “Gloria” bit
– you need a lot of breath
to do that justice!!!”

Young Shakespeare Company

W

e
were
wowed once
again when the Young
Shakespeare Company
came to perform
Romeo and Juliet for
us. Thank you to the
Governing Body for
funding this annual
treat which is enjoyed
by both staff and
children alike.

Christmas Carol Service

A

beautiful Christmas Carol Service was enjoyed by all at the end of term.
Thank you to Mrs Gerighty for compiling such a wonderful performance.
Let’s also not forget the teacher’s choir who gave a memorable rendition of
Carol of the Bells.

Pantomime

T

he children had a
lovely trip to
Lichfield Garrick this
half term, to watch
Cinderella. Oh no they
didn’t, oh yes they did!

Movie Night

T

he PTA Christmas Movie Night was held this half term. Children were
able to watch Elf in their Christmas attire whilst enjoying their hot
chocolates! Thank you to all of the teachers and parents involved.
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Highclare Poetry Competition

W

e are so proud
to announce
that Raniya from Lower
III
has
won
the
Highclare
Junior
Creative
Writing
competition for 2019.
As well as Raniya being
the overall winner, we
also had Eesa being
highly commended and
six
children
being
commended.
Congratulations Raniya
and well done to all of
the entrants!
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Key Dates - 2020



7th January

Back to School



4th February

Football Fixture Wolverhampton Grammar
(Away)



14th February

Break Up for Half Term

Mayfield Preparatory School

www.mayfieldprep.co.uk

Sutton Road, Walsall. WS1 2PD.

@mayfieldprepschool

01922 624107

@mayfield_prep
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