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Mr Draper
Dear Parents/Carers,

While this seems to have been a short half-term, we seem to have packed a great deal into it. This is a brief

re-cap of events and also a chance for me to bring you up-to-date with further news.

Everyone at school worked hard during exam week and early signs indicate that the results have been

excellent. We await the publication of the KS1 and KS2 SATs results in July with great anticipation.

Congratulations to the Cross country team who performed very well at Lichfield Cathedral School back in

April. Lower II and Form II enjoyed a memorable trip to Warwick Castle. Upper II and Lower III made contact

with their inner creativity on a trip to the Birmingham Sistine Chapel Exhibition. Meanwhile, our budding

musicians and aspiring thespians sat their respective ABRSM and LAMDA exams – we eagerly await their

results after half term. Upper School had a fantastic afternoon when the Young Shakespeare Company

visited for an interactive performance of Shakespeare’s Tempest – thank you to the Governing Body for

funding it. I think everyone will agree that the climax to the half term was yesterday’s PTA Garden

Party/Platinum Jubilee celebration. The children had such fun taking part in all the usual activities, including

not one but three bouncy castles, and the tea and cakes with parents and children at hometime was

simply lovely. Thank you to everyone for the donations of all the amazing cakes, which looked great and

tasted delicious. We have raised over £700 for the PTA, which will fund future events and resources for our

children – thank you to all the parents and teachers of the PTA for generously giving your time to support

such a wonderful occasion.

I always let you know at this time of year any staffing changes for September. On a sad note, Mr Tobin has

decided that it is time to hang up his whistle and call it a day at the end of term in July. He has taught for

over 30 years in the independent sector, mainly at Hallfield School, Edgbaston, and for the last 3 years here

at Mayfield. He has brought his vast experience, humour and enthusiasm for all the sports, including

swimming, he has been an asset to the school and I am sure you will join me in wishing him well in his

retirement.

Having kept staff mostly in the same classes for the last few years due to the pandemic and in anticipation

of a school inspection, which was very successful in December, it is time to give some staff opportunities to

develop their skills in different year groups. Mrs Dhesi will join Lower III (Mrs Andrews and Mrs Hawthorne) and

Upper II (Mrs Inkster, Mrs Marston and Mrs Flanagan), with Mrs Pittaway moving up to be the new Upper II

Form Teacher. Mrs Guest will be Form II’s new Form teacher, with Mrs Hitch as the Teaching Assistant in Form

II in the morning and Upper II in the afternoon. Mrs Crosby and Mrs Smith will continue in Lower II, with Mrs

Cook teaching Maths in Form II and Lower II. It is my pleasure to welcome Mrs Draper as the new Form

Teacher in Form I. She is joining us after 24 years at Edgbaston High School, one of the leading independent

schools in the West Midlands, and where she has been well-loved and well-respected by children, parents

and staff. She has worked in every year group from Reception to Year 6, been the Head of Science,

currently is the Head of Geography and has been the Head of Year 2 for the last 11 years. We are very

lucky to have a teacher so experienced, enthusiastic, well-motivated and inspirational joining the Mayfield

team and I am sure everyone will give her a warm Mayfield welcome. She will be assisted by the ever-

reliable and dependable Mrs Dudhia. In Transition this year, the children have benefited from having 2

qualified and experienced teachers, with Mrs King taking the role of teaching Assistant, despite having over

20 years’ experience as a teacher. Mrs King has proven to be hardworking, an excellent teacher and

popular with children, staff and parents. From September, she will be the Transition Form Teacher, assisted

by the very experienced and lovely Miss Cummings. Mrs Smith will be the new Kindergarten Form Teacher,

ably assisted by Mrs Wyatt. Mrs Higgins, the Head of EYFS, and Miss Roberts, her Deputy, will share the role of

lead teacher in Nursery, with the other Key Workers being Miss Sal, Mrs Whatmore and Miss Mallen. Finally,

our most experienced Early Years practitioner with over 26 years in Nursery under her belt, Mrs Hayward, will

lead the Pre-Nursery class, with the other Key Workers being Mrs Cadman, Mrs Evans, Miss Gamble and Mrs

Bowen. Mr Watts will take on much of the PE and Games, which Mr Tobin currently teaches, particularly in

Early Years and Key Stage 1, as well as Read, Write Inc in Kindergarten and Nursery. Mrs Hatton will continue

to teach Art and Technology across most year groups based in the Art and Technology studio.

The children will be able to spend time with their new form teachers on Moving Up day on Monday 11th

July.

Thus, we come to end of the half-term report. I wish you all a wonderful half-term break and look forward to

seeing everyone on Monday 13th June.

Headmasters Foreword

Mr M.Draper
Headmaster



Mini Mayfield

This half term, Pre-Nursery have been visiting the school paddock to take part
in many activities.

We have been learning Mathematics skills, including high and low by fixing
pegs high by stretching or bending low, also, throwing our cuddly friends high
in the air.

We have made collections of natural objects in a hoop that matched a
numeral. Found tall and short trees and ordered leaves by size.

We have found many minibeasts,

worms, ants, beetles, centipedes and

wood lice by moving logs and stones

We tried very hard to count their legs.

Back in class we have been looking

after caterpillars which are now in their

cocoons and Mrs Cadman brought

some crickets and meal worms into

class so we could study them.

We collected natural materials to make

a cosy nest for some large eggs and

talked about how and why birds make

their nests.

Pre-Nursery



Mini Mayfield

This half term, Nursery have been learning all about growth. We have
read The Very Hungry Caterpillar and observed how a caterpillar
changes into a cocoon before transforming into a butterfly. The children
really enjoyed painting a symmetrical picture of a butterfly. The children
brought in photographs of their stages of growth from babies to now.

They have enjoyed exploring the outdoors during paddock time every
Friday, looking at buds and how they grow into flowers during the Spring
and Summer.

Every Tuesday we have had forest school where we have looked at
different kinds of plants. We have collected five different natural objects
in cups and discussed our findings in terms of their size, properties and
shape.

Kindergarten
Miss Roberts

This half term, Kindergarten have been finding out about growing things.
We have enjoyed exploring the school grounds and finding all the different
things that grow there. The children have helped plant some pots in the
courtyard and were excited to see some of the plants start to flower. As part of
this Topic, we have had some caterpillars in the classroom. The children were
fascinated to see the caterpillars go into their cocoon and are hoping to see
some butterflies hatch very soon.

We have enjoyed the preparations for the Queen's Platinum Jubilee. We loved
learning to dance hip hop as part of the dancing through the decades
workshop. We have been reading books from different decades of the
Queen's reign and the children in Form II came to read to us.

Mr. Watts



Form I

In our Drama lessons, Form I have been working on a play adapted from the

Julia Donaldson story Tiddler. Our class is split into two, so we will do a

performance for each half of the class. The children are loving our script –

it's very funny and has a valuable moral at the end. Hopefully, by the end of

this term we will be ready to show off all our preparation!

The children have also been working on their mindfulness and meditation

skills – using breathing techniques and guided imagery to help them relax.

This is especially important at the moment when the children will be sitting

their SATs tests. It will help with any nervousness around tests and ensure that

they can do their best in a calm and confident way.

Mrs Flanagan

The children in this lesson are holding their instruments ready to play. Prior
to this lesson, we had discussed instruments that produced sounds that were
short and sounds that were longer. So, the focus is on the duration of sound.
This means listening for when the sound can no longer be heard.

We sat in a circle with a variety of percussion instruments, such as
claves, xylophones and triangles. Each child would sound their instrument in
turn, moving around the circle.

When a child can no longer hear the sound struck by the previous person
to them, then they make the sound on their own instrument, striking it once.

This is by no means easy, as this this requires discipline to listen and not come
in too soon. At first the children were so enthusiastic that they tended to play
too early or would wait for me to tell them to play; this is a work in progress,
and lots of patience is required. However, the children had lots of fun!

Mrs N Gerighty

Transition



Form II

Lower II have been learning about why castles were important to the
Normans in History. We started our learning journey on our trip to Warwick
castle. The class explored the castle grounds, climbed to the top of the
ramparts and almost got lost in the Horrible Histories maze!

As part of the trip, Lower II were given a talk about the Normans by Marc, a
historian. The children acted out the Battle of Hastings, where William the
Conqueror won the crown. The children learnt about the shields and
weapons used as well as William's battle tactics, which helped him defeat
the Saxons.

"At Warwick castle we learnt that William the Conqueror owned Warwick
castle. We saw a glamorous peacock that had blue, short feathers. It was
beautiful." (Avraj, Lower II)

Form II have been getting ready for the Jubilee and have been working
relentlessly to create some memorabilia for such a momentous occasion. In
Art and DT, pupils produced a Corgi cushion keepsake that were sold at the
Jubilee celebrations and proved very popular.

Children worked hard to develop their sewing skills and displayed
perseverance to ensure that they had all completed them in time for the
fayre. All children really enjoyed creating their keepsake and displayed
excellent teamwork, helping each other with tasks that proved to be a little
more challenging for some.

Orin said, "It was good fun making and stuffing the corgis. I was really proud
of the final result. I have called him Cushi!"

S Crosby
Lower II

Mrs Pittaway & Mrs Hatton



Lower III

Upper II had the honour of producing the first Class Assembly in over 2 years!
As part of the Platinum Jubilee celebrations, Upper II have chosen the 1960s
as their theme, so the children each researched and wrote about an event
or key person from this decade. They found a picture to illustrate
their research and then turned this into a script, showing a timeline of events
throughout the decade. The children covered aspects including fashion,
cars, important sporting and political events, all speaking clearly and
confidently. A few of the girls dressed up in 1960s fashion which added a bit
of colour to proceedings. The rest of the school now know about how
teenage culture started to develop throughout the 1960's, the creation of the
Mini and the assassination of John F. Kennedy, as well as hearing about the
most famous and best-selling band of all time- The Beatles.

The children enjoyed many aspects of ‘Shakespeare week’ including:

• Watching a performance of ‘The Tempest’ by the Young Shakespeare
Company;

• Creating Shakespeare themed art in which the children used pattern and
colour to bring Shakespeare’s iconic image to life;

• Producing a diary entry from the perspective of Caliban using emotive
language and key themes from the play.

Back to the Eighties: a great day was had by all celebrating the Queen’s
Platinum Jubilee. Lower III fully embraced the 80’s vibe and looked fantastic
in their authentic attire.

Up and coming: Watch this space Lower III parents, as Lower III have
auditioned for this year’s end of term production (the show will remain a
closely guarded secret). All children showed great promise and enthusiasm
and look forward showcasing their talents for you soon.

And finally…a huge congratulations to Lower III for their hard work and
commitment during KS2 SATS week… amazing job everybody!

Mrs Andrews & Mrs Hawthorne

Upper II
Mrs. S. Marston



Dancing through the decades
We may need the Strictly Come Dancing judges to come to Mayfield very
soon! As part of Mayfield's Jubilee celebrations to commemorate Elizabth II's
seventy years on the throne, each class learnt a dance from the decade
they have been studying at school. Starting from the 1950's to the present
day, the children learnt several dances, such as 50's juke-box, bop & jive, 60's
locomotion, mashed potato and the twist! Then moving on to the 70's disco
and line dances, 80's break dancing, rock & roll and vogueing, 90's hip hop
and Zumba and into the 2000's with electro pop and modern dance. The
teachers could not believe how many great dancers they had in each class
showing flair, style and great rhythm. All the children had great fun and
came out after the session with big smiles on their faces. It was rumoured that
even some of the teachers joined in with their class dance!

Mrs Guest



On Wednesday 18th May, Upper II
and Lower III visited Michelangelo’s
Sistine Chapel Experience at a
Secret Space, Digbeth. This unique
exhibition enabled the children to
step into the universe of the
greatest masterpieces of
Michelangelo, seen from a totally
new perspective and closer than
ever. This exhibit is reproduced
using state-of-the-art technology
and is displayed true to size, relying
on a spacious area where
Michelangelo’s masterpieces
stretch floor-to-ceiling. The children
were given the opportunity to walk
around the ‘pop up gallery’, and
were able to engage with the
artwork, seeing every detail, every
brushstroke, and every colour of
the artist’s 34 frescoes. The children
listened to the audio commentary,
while admiring the artwork up
close. Both classes were able to
spend some time sketching a
chosen piece of artwork. The
children respectfully moved
around the exhibition and were
able to enjoy and discuss these
timeless pieces of work with their
peers and teachers. The children
showed interest and maturity and
were a pleasure to take on this
trip.

Art
Mrs Hatton

Upper II have been looking at the
American Artist, Wayne Thiebaud.
After researching his artwork and
his inspirations, the children
produced a number of pieces of
work in the style of the Artist. The
class, followed instructions
and taught techniques to create
some very vibrant, 3D cakes in oil
pastels. To finish this topic, Upper II
designed and then created some
confectionery in clay and then
painted them in the
appropriate colours.



Young Shakespeare

Mayfield were treated to 'tales from
the Bard' by The Young Shakespeare
Company (YSC). We gathered in the
Hall of The Olympians to be
transported to Prospero's Island. Using
very little in the way of props and
some impressive 'blink and you'll miss
it' costume changes - the
accomplished actors, who played
several parts, told the story that
William Shakespeare had written in
the 17th century. They did this with
the able assistance of budding actors
and actresses who were found within
the Mayfield student body. With little,
to no coaching or preparation, our
students did an impressive job of

supporting the YSC and becoming a
seamless addition to the cast. Some
classes focused on The Tempest
ahead of the performance, meaning
that they were able to follow the story
with ease and relate to the
characters. Other classes used the
performance as a spring-board for
class activities after the event.
Regardless of approach, all were
mesmerized by the performance and
left the hall inspired and motivated by
the story of a shipwreck, family politics
and a little bit of magic! We look
forward to the return of the YSC and
thank them for their time, effort and
enthusiasm.

News
Recently, Aarav Sohi was invited to take part in the trials for the EPSCA Under
11 England Chess Team. We are very pleased to share that he has been
successful in gaining a place. Aarav will also be automatically given a place
in the National Junior Squad from Year 7 onwards. Well done, Aarav!

Mayfield students and the amazing things that they do.



Mrs Inkster

The Jubilee
The Bunting has been put out around Mayfield to
mark the historical occasion of the Platinum
Jubilee. We had a wonderful day on Thursday 26th

May, celebrating the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee. We
started the day with garden games hosted by Upper
II, after taking a turn on the garden games children
had an opportunity to go on the inflatable assault
course and the bouncy castles! (Thank you to the
PTA for organising them.)

Classes had been given a decade of the Queen’s
reign to explore, culminating with them coming into
our Jubilee day dressed from their decade. Mrs June
Aubrook (Governor) joined us to judge the costume
competition. The children also had the opportunity to
enter a bake-off competition where they created
cakes of majestic splendour and the artistic amongst
the school community created beautiful portraits of
her Majesty. These competitions were also judged
by Mrs Aubrook with the assistance of the Vice Chair
of Governors, Ed Ng. Well done to all the children
who entered – the standard in all the events was
exceptional. June was presented with a beautiful
posy to thank her for all of her judging.

The day culminated in a wonderful PTA Cream Tea
event that was a real success with tea and cake
enjoyed by all in the sun.

The day was a great tribute to Her Royal Highness,
The Queen, marked with a wonderful day and the
planting of the saplings on the paddock (part of
the national Queen's Green Canopy scheme), well
done, Mayfield!



Book of the month:

The Puffin Keeper by Michel
Morpurgo. Published 2020 :

Reviewed by Aarav & Saran

Michel Morpurgo often writes
stories about animals. His new
novel, 'The Puffin Keeper' is also
about an animal. Starting with a
shipwreck this story is about a Puffin
Keeper, Benji, a lighthouse
keeper, who helps puffins
and people in danger at sea. Set
in the olden days it is a happy story
for children aged 7 and
above. We liked reading this story
because it has a good ending. We

were able to read this story over a
couple of days and enjoyed it. We
give it 10 out of 10. You can
borrow it from the school library.

Mrs Inkster
Reading Rabbit

Reading through the decades

The Royal Reading Rabbit has been out and about in
school. He has popped into classrooms and been making
lots of new friends in the library. He has helped staff make up
boxes of brilliant books from the past seventy years.
His challenge to Mayfield students is simple: can they read a
book written in each of the decades the Queen has been
on the throne? That's 7 books in 7 weeks. Talk to your family
and friends – what were their favourite childhood books
published in these decades?
Need some inspiration? Look out for these books!

Remember to bring back your complete Reading 

Challenge booklets by 7th July



Thank you for taking the time to read our magazine, we hope it 
has provided an enjoyable insight into the half term.

Mayfield Prep, Sutton Road, Walsall, WS1 2PD

Tel: 01922 624107 

www.mayfieldprep.co.uk @mayfield_prep

@mayfieldprepschool @mayfield_prep

Key Dates
• Key Dates

• Start of Half Term 13th June

• Lower III Residential 13th June

• Upper II Trip 15th June

• Form I Trip 15th June

• Transition Trip 17th June

• Transition & Form I Sport Day 21st June

• Upper II – KES Maths Quiz 22nd June

• EYFS Nursery & Kindergarten Sports Day 24th June

• Lower II & Form II Sports Day 29th June

• New Kindergarten Virtual Parents Evening 30th June

• Upper II & Lower III Sports Day 1st July

• Pre-Nursery, Nursery and Kindergarten Trip 4th July

• Big Arena performance for parents 4th July & 5th July

• Pre-Nursery Key Workers' Evening 5th, 7th July

• Parents Open Evening 6th July

• Geography Day 12th July

• Lower III Play and Prize giving 13th July

• Lower III Farewell Party 14th July

• Whole School Awards Assembly 15th July

• End of Summer Term 15th July

http://www.mayfieldprep.co.uk/

