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Friday, 12 May 2023
Re:  Black Country School Games for Tennis 
Congratulations, your school has been successful in your Level 2 local area competition and will represent your borough/city at this year’s Black Country School Games in Tennis. 
Last year’s success saw over 2500 young people attend and compete in Level 3 Black Country Finals, delivered with the support of over 500 young leaders. This represents the pinnacle of all intra and inter school competition in the Black Country.

The ethos of the Black Country School Games delivery is 

“Competition and activities for young people, shaped, delivered and supported by young people’’
Your school has qualified for the Level 3 Tennis Championships 
VENUE:- 
Tipton Sports Academy (Indoors)
Wednesbury Oak Road
Tipton
DY4 0BS
DATE:- Tuesday 23rd May 2023 
You will be required to make your own way there and register between 9:00 and 9:30am
At the end of the event there will also be a closing ceremony which will involve the medal presentation which you will be expected to attend. The day will conclude by 12noon.
Schools are reminded a playing team will consist of 4 players from year 3 or 4, which must be 2 Boys and 2 Girls
Event Information for the school to plan its attendance

The e-mail in which you received this letter will also include a document Event Information which covers: 

· Key event information for schools, 

· Sports Specifications for the day. 
· 12 Teams/Schools will be taking part with 3 from each of the Black Country borough’s. 
· We will be using indoor mini tennis red courts/nets with sponge tennis balls.
· We will run 2 qualifying box leagues (round robin), with 6 teams in each box. The top 2 teams from each box will qualify through to the semi-final/final stages.
· Each fixture will consist of 4 singles matches (rubbers), with boys playing boys and girls playing girls. Each match/rubber will count for 1 point in the box league table. So after each match 4-0, 3-1 or 2-2 will generally be the result. The matches will be timed tennis, using tie-break scoring, with players scoring as many points as possible in a 4-minute period. If players are drawing a match when the whistle/horn sounds for end of time, the players will score ½ a point each for their team.
· All equipment is provided, although feel free to bring your own tennis rackets if you/the children prefer. Please note: for mini tennis red tennis rackets should be no longer than 23 inches.
· We have plenty of parking spaces available on site and toilets/changing rooms. A water fountain is available to fill up drinks bottles and we have vending machines for snacks and drinks.
Also attached is information that needs to be completed and returned to the event organisers before the event.
Participant registration spreadsheet (to submit squad names and info) 
For mainstream children and young people schools are responsible for ensuring they have appropriate consents to participate in the School Games.  

The school confirms this is in place by submitting the signed participant registration sheet. This sheet is used in advance and on the day by event organisers to plan health and safety procedures and processes, as well as on the day in the event of an emergency.

If a participating child/young person has a medical, physical or sensory condition or SEND, that may affect their participation in the competition, or access to venues, they need to be considered from an event organisers perspective. An additional consent form will need to be completed and submitted with (copies of, or details from) any individual risk assessments and care plans (where applicable), to ensure their individual needs are catered for.

If there is any concern regarding data protection for these, please copy and submit these anonymously. (Actual copies could be brought to submit on the day). 
DATA PROTECTION
Personal data supplied will be handed and processed in accordance with the requirements of the Data Protection Act 1998 and General Data Protection Regulations (GDPR).  We collect this data to enable us to manage and plan the provision of services by the Active Black Country Partnership.  We need to know these details in order to meet the specific needs of your child. Information provided will not be shared with any other organisations and it will be securely disposed of 2 months after the event taking place. Images and other media material will be retained for 12 months and thereafter will be securely disposed. If you require your data to be deleted before this date please contact Active Black Country Limited.  We will delete your personal data provided we have no other lawful basis to handle and process the personal data.
Use of images consent form (completed by the parents). 

During the event photographs will be taken and the activities captured on video to be used in general publicity of the School Games by members and partners of the School Games Country Alliance.  This will include using images on websites. In order for the Alliance and its partners to use these images there is a requirement to gain parental consent.  

Return of information 

As a requirement of the School Games Safeguarding Policy and Procedures, the participant information sheet (including details of the relevant media consent) should be completed and returned by Monday 15th May 2023. Copies of the image consent forms can then be brought on the day.   

These should include any further information as outlined if any participant has an individual risk assessment. 

Please send the completed forms to: Leah.Goode@activeblackcountry.co.uk 
If you have any queries regarding any of the above please do not hesitate to get in touch. To assist schools with planning the trip, event and facility information can be found on the following website https://www.activeblackcountry.co.uk/
We look forward to an enjoyable school sport festival.

Yours sincerely 

Leah Goode 
Education Programme Lead 
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